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Law of Love Dighest in Human Lite.

S FAR back as we know the social life of man,
we know that besides family, tribal, and com-
mercial relations men were also bound to-
gether by the subjection of the many to one or
several rulers. This subjection of some by oth.
ers—of the majority by the minority—was so
general to all nations and had existed so long
that all men, both those in power over the
many and those who submitted to them, con-
sidered such an arrangement of life” fnevitable,
natural, and the only one possible for socia]
human existence. The rulers considered that,
being erdained by God himself to have power
over the people, they ought to try to use their
power in the best way to secure a quiet, peace-
tul, and happy life for their subjects.

In all the religious teachings of the ancient world—in Brahmanism,

, Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism, as well as in the teachings of
the Greek and Roman sages, alongside of the confirmation of the power
of those who rule by force—another teaching was always expressed in
various ways: the teaching that mutual love is the best means of
uniting men, since it gives them the greatest blessedness, That thought
has been variously expressed, and with various degrees of clearness, in
the different eastern teachings; but 1,900 years ago it was expressed
with striking clearness and definiteness in Christianity. Christianity
showed men not merely that love is a means of human intercourse
which gives happivess but also that love is the highest law of life, and

HETHER religion was born from the sleeping
savage, from the a:'mism of the lower races,
or from the unfolding law of evolution matters
little to the solid thinker. It all
and connection with science, philos
and metaphysice it is ever gling
with the great problem of existence here and
hereafter.
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The cosmic spiritual laws are just as acen-
rate as the physical laws., That sin
row is every whit as inevitable as that starch

make

is 1ble,

brings sor-

in digestion brings sugar.

Now, there is a certain spiritual stuff
mlled graft. It is a by-product of the gocial ’ﬂw works, It is worth
Rnowing Just how it is made, its chemical ia as it were. Ht'rw is
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that, therefore, the law of love is incompatible with the former order of
things founded on violence.

The chief significance of Christianity and its distinetion from all
former teachings that preached love lay in the fact that, having pro-
claimed the law of love to be the highest law of life and one admitting
of no exceptions, but always obligatory, it indicated those ecustomary
divergences from the law of love which, together with an acknowledg-
ment of the boneficence of love, had been tolerated in the old order of
life, founded on the power (supported by violence) of the rulers. Under
the old order of life violence, including killing in self-defense or in de-
fense or one’s neighbors or of one’s country or in punishment of crime,
ete., was a necessary condition of social life,

But Christianity, making love the highest law of life, regarding all
men as equal, preaching the forgiveness of every offense, injury, or
deed of violence and the return of good for evil, could never in any case
allow the violence of one man to another, which always has death
itself as a last resource.

Such was and is the chief signlficance of Christianity. But those
who accepted Christianity, having for ages lived under a complex gov-
ernmental system resting on force, when they adopted Christianity, not
understanding its full import, or partly understanding but trying to
hide it from themselves and others, accepted only as much of Chris-
tianity as was not contrary to their established way of life; and chureh
teaching that gresw up on original Christianity, having united the
teaching of Christ with the ancient Hebrew teaching, hid the essence
of Christianity so skillfully under dogmas and injunctions quite foreign
to it that violence, evidently incompatible with true Christianity, began

Incarnation Jallacy of

In Germany, or from Oxford and Cambridge, comiong into relations
with a higher science of thought and philosophy, return to India re-
lieved of that cumbersome burden that the rosurrected are doomed
to return to babyhood through repeated rebirths into the flesh, in order
tv reach heaven.

At best reincarnation is but a quaint oriental speculation. Think
of it—reincarnated again and again te battie with enticing temptations
and vicious environments, with the possibility—aye, the probability—
of sinking deeper into sin each replanting. And a
piurality of unremembered past lives, however numerous, with their
experiences, conld not serve nreventives further wrongs, nor
could they be incentives to virtue. Shri Sumangala of Columbo, Cerlon,
informed us that Gautama Buddha passed through 45,000 rebirths
before attaining the exaltation of
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to ve looked upon both by the rulers and by the ruled not only as not

foreign to the Christian law of love but as quite lawful and accordant
with it.

Men lived, submitting to violence and committing it, and yet pro-
fessed the teaching of love, which clearly rejected violence. That inner
contradiction was always present in the Christian world and became
more and more evident as men became more and more developed men-
tally. In the other, larger, non-Christian half of the human race, in
Egypt, India, and China (I do not speak of the Mohammedan world,
which lived according to a teaching that grew oat of Christianity), in
Brabmanism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Tao: sm, where the law of
love was also proclgzimed to men living according to the law of violence,
the contradictions between the two incompatible theories was not so
sharp or so strong as in Christianity. But though in the religious
teachings of the east, India and China, the incompatibility of the law
of love with the law of violence was not so plainly pointed out as in
Christianity, that inner contradiction has done and is d ing its work i
the non-Christian world also, making more and more clear to men the
necessity of changing the old, ountlived principle of violence for th
of love, which from various sides is entering men’s consciousness.

Acknowledgment of the law of love, that was to supplant violence,
penetrated human consciousness more and more, yet life
its old bases,

So things went on for centarles. But the time came when in spite
of all the efforts of the rulers and their hel pers the truth that t.e law
of love is the highest of human life, and that therefore - .olence,
incompatible with love, cannot be the highest law of life—a truth so
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each conscious spirit, the inmost ego, the Atman of the Sanskrit scholar
donbtless, did preéxist as a semi-detached portion of the infinite spirit,
God. And in consonance with the divine will it incarnated for clearer
individualization and manifestation into the material with its mulfi-
realizations. This is utterly different from being thrust onto the rebirth
wheel of a merciless Karmie fate, returning and rereturning fleshward:
and all this, too, with better opportunities hereafter, with heavenly
teachers and stellar realms to explore in those unseen and immeasurable
immensities,
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- By Count Leo Tolstoi.

natural to and innate in man’s spiritual nature and that was expressed
more or less clearly in all religious teachings, and especially so in
Christianity—entered more and more into the consciousness of men,
and in our day the majority of men have become more or less conscious
of it. As it is impossible to extinguish a fire by smothering it with
shavings, so, when once it had kindled in human conscionsness, it was
impossible to stifle the truth so clearly expressed in all religions teach-
ings and so near to the hearts of men, that the unity natural to man is
unity based on love and noton force.

And this truth, not directly expressed but stated in various propo-
eitions and demands that were its outcome, appeared everywhere more
and more frequentiy, seeking application in life. Thus, in the Christian
world sooner than elsewhere this truth appeared in demands for the
equality of citizens (though only those of one and the same state), for
the abolition of slavery, the acknowledgment of the rights of women,
as well as in the teachings of soecialis communism, and anarchism
And this truth has and is manifesting itself in all sorts of unions and
peace congresses, and in many different sects, Christian as well as
Mohammedan, which flatly deny violence, and free themseives from
subjection to it.

All the people of the world,
the law of love in
continuing to

though tney do not yet acknowledge
meaning, already feel the impossibility of
live according to the old law of force, and seek a basis
for their mutual inteceourse more accordant with the spiritual growth
humanity.
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of aiding the ill born and up the depraved on to the higher
planes of moral consciousness and a better life.

The test of a speculation, or of any theory, is its practicability.
What, then, is the result of a 2,000 years’ belief in reincarnation
upon Hinduism?

Did the Hindus discover the potency of steam. did they

put the

railway system in practice, did they discover the Morse telegraphic
communication, did they discover the telephone, or the spectroscope, or
the liquefaction of oxygen, radinm, wireless telegraphy, electric light”

What

has the rei: it « iuring eenturies for the over-
throw of child marriage, for removing the curse of caste. and for the
physical and mental education of India’s millions?

As an imported theory from the dreamy, imaginative east, reinear-

nation may be thus summarized: It is not based upon one well estab-
lished scientific fact; it sets at defiance the law of evolution as ascend-
ing step by step thro nineral, vegeiabie, man, angels, seraphs,
gods; its \“‘”‘“""‘N' of levers in India, ihet, Corea, Burma, con-
stitute the most superstitious people on easth: it annihilates or stupifies
memory for long periods of time; it degrades the aspirations of the

spirit by rotating it back again and again ir the meshes of matter:
28 a Karmic force it knows nothing of mercy or forgiveness, merei-
lessly punishi Is it life for wrongs committed in some previous
existenece; in | , it i8 a mingling of Hindu magic and Tibetan super-

stition, eclipsing the mind and deepening ever ¥ mystery of the universe

By Dr. Frank Crane.

force understands that it is not to enforee law. but to interpret law,

and to use its judgment, and all that, it becomes corrupt, as an army

would become r'~"r'xp.’ which should understand that it was not to
fight, rout, the enemy, but to fire off its guns and nurse the
enemy along.
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alr unless we some
ing concarning this fundamental question.

t But this understanding Is not to be ac-
quired from books nor from some one man,
but from the last century itself, from his-
tory, and from the divine life of which his-
tory !s the revelation.

8o long as there has been human soclety
gt all, & formed collective life of man, there
bhave been these conflicts which, because
they issue from the womb of society itself,
we call soclal confiicts, in distinction from

. political struggles where a people or a
« state wage war against snother. Op-
pressed classes, having no rights of their
own—llke glaves, serfs, bondsmen—have
‘ebelled against their oppressors; uprising

gain

past grinding down, had a human desire to
get a bit of thelr own back; literary agents
came into existence, and to the authors'
asslstance, and, what with one thing and
another, prices were forced up far beyond
theilr proper level. The absurdly inflated
prices that have been pald in the past are
one of the chief causes of the present
‘rlump.’

sponslbility. To declde what he shall do
and what he shall not do, what he ghall be-
lieve and not belleve—it was this spirit
that made a man a true chiid of the last
century, For the first time in history was
it really seen what man Is and what man
can do—this man who surprised himself
every day with new triumphs over nature,
bridged the spaces that yawned In the im-
mensities, and made a plumbiess past give
up its dead.

So gigantically did this man grow ia
knowledge and power as he came (0 him-
seif that the dependent man of an eariy
day would scarcely have recognized him
as of the same nature with himself, but, had

=

“ The literary agent, or, at least, the pres-
ent-day literary agent, has had much to do
with reducing authors’ profits by a foolish
policy of bleeding publishers for all they
are worth. The early agents were reason-

le men. They did their best for theiy
clients, but they also left the publisher a

action, and resolves to have nothing more
to do with A and B. A does not mind. He
takes B’s next novel to another publisher,
and offers it for §1,000 on account. That
publisher objects to the figure, but A tells
him that D pald that for B's last novel, and
{s ready to show the contract. The pub-
lisher reflects that If D found it worth while
to give such terms he should dosoalso. He
agrees and burns his fingers. Off goes the
agent to yet another publisher, and so on,
until the supply of victims i{s exhausted,
and not a publisher will touch B's work
except on terms that will recoup him for
past losses. The rapacity of authors and
agents is another cause of diminishing
prices.

priced novel will live, as the best edition
for the libraries and the library subscriber.
But for the bookshop trade, on which I
can claim to speak with some authority, I
believe that the medium priced novel is the
novel of the future, Anyway, my experi-
ment in publishing Willlam Le Queux’s
novel, ‘* The House of Whispers,” at 50 cents
has been immensely successful—the book-
sellers’ returns being more than satisfac-

tory. As to the future in general, the out-

look from the autfor's point of view is no
doubt rather gloomy—he has heavy over-
draits to make good—but I believe things
will right themselves, provided that su-
thore and literary agemts recognize that
even a publisher must Uve.”

no matter how pretentious and aristocratic
it may be, !s godless; the latter, even 1f it
does not understand itself yet, as perhaps
it does not, i= the mone religious because
God's eternal life is thereby present and
operative In man

-

Or shall we deny that God asks questions?
Do we think that questions are our affalr,
and that it is God's affair to answer our
questions? On the contrary, no question
asked by man alone recelves an answer
from God. Such questions would be ques-
tions of folly, of smartness, of idle curiosi-
ty, not the serious questions of conscience,
of truth, and righteousness. It is by the
questions which God awakens in the human

they no longer find themselves at bome in
our time with its strange appearance. 8o
long as we do not see the Hfe of God in ihig
great problem of our day, our time will
seem more confused and contradictory
than any other which humanity has ever
known.

It is ours to be grateful that we live in a
day when the greatest question which man
can know is belng slowly solved. A great
problem makes time great. It is ours to
keep our ear close to the beating heart of
modern humanity, hearken for tha voice of
God In the unrest. that God who has made
ug for himself and who means that we shail
be restiess untll we, as Augustine said, rest
inhim.



